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Writing—Session 1

ID:213159 C Common

q Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

I told her that my favorite vegetables 
were peas carrots, beets, and lettuce.

A. after her
B. after vegetables
C. after peas
D. after and

ID:213385 A Common

w Which spelling change should be made 
in the sentence below?

She practised whenever the weather 
was good, but sometimes she still made 
mistakes.

A. Change practised to practiced.
B. Change weather to whether.
C. Change sometimes to somtimes.
D. Change mistakes to misteaks.

ID:202753 B Common

e What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

The science fair is next Monday. The 
students are excited.

A. The students are excited about the 
science fair and it’s next Monday.

B. The students are excited about the 
science fair next Monday.

C. The science fair next Monday the 
students are excited.

D. The science fair is next Monday the 
excited students.

ID:213390 D Common

r Which sentence has a punctuation error 
at the end?

A. What should you remember about 
power lines?

B. Never touch a live electric wire!
C. Call the power company if you see a 

wire on the ground.
D. Why do you need to remember these 

safety tips.
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ID:213407 A Common

t How should the underlined words in the 
sentence below be written?

Her and me live close to each other.

A. She and I
B. She and me
C. Me and her
D. Her and I

ID:202850 D Common

y What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

Tallie will be back next Friday. Tallie 
will tell you about her adventures.

A. Tallie will be back next Friday she 
will tell you about her adventures.

B. Tallie will be back next Friday tell 
you about her adventures.

C. Tallie will back next Friday but Tallie 
will tell you about her adventures.

D. Tallie will be back next Friday and 
will tell you about her adventures.

ID:213158 A Common

u Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

On June 30 1958, my uncle was born 
20 miles from the city of Atlanta. 

A. after 30
B. after uncle
C. after 20
D. after city

ID:213149 D Common

i Which word in the sentence below 
should be capitalized?

The capital city of the state of Maine is 
augusta.

A. capital
B. city
C. state
D. augusta
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ID:202822 A Common

o Which of the following is a complete 
sentence? 

A. He is very fast and very tricky.
B. Especially Nibbles, the class mouse.
C. The cages near the back really hot.
D. Knew that he ate it yesterday.

ID:213147 C Common

1) Which word in the sentences below 
should be capitalized?

First, I saw the doctor at the hospital. 
next, I went to the mall to shop.

A. doctor
B. hospital
C. next
D. mall
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When writing responses to prompts 11, 12, and 13, remember to

• read the prompt carefully,
• develop a complete response to the prompt,
• proofread and edit your writing, and
• write only in the space provided.

ID:201759 Common

1! Write a paragraph explaining why you think Gary Paulsen will or will not take the dog. 
Use details from the passage in your response.

The dog was enormous.
We lived in a small cottage in the mountains of Colorado, where I 

worked in construction, mostly hitting my fi ngers with a hammer and 
making serious attempts at cutting something off my body with power 
saws while I tried to build houses during the day and write at night. I had 
been looking at the local consumer guide, called The Shopper’s Bulletin, 
when I saw an ad:

EMERGENCY! AM LEAVING FOR HAWAII FOR A CAREER CHANGE. 
MUST FIND HOME FOR LOVING GREAT DANE NAMED CAESAR AS 
THEY WON’T ALLOW DOGS IN THE ISLANDS. PLEASE HELP!

All right—I know how it sounds. Nobody who lives in a small cottage 
in the mountains of Colorado with a wife and a baby should probably 
even consider a pet, let alone a dog, let alone a large dog, let alone a very 
large dog—at least nobody with a brain larger than a walnut. But I had 
once been associated with a female Great Dane named Dad when I was 
in the army and had ever since had a warm place in my soul for them. 

Caesar
by Gary Paulsen

Read this passage and decide whether you think Gary Paulsen will take 
the dog. Then write a response to the prompt that follows. 
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ID:201956 Common

1@ Write a paragraph describing why the echidna is a strange animal. Choose information 
from the fact sheet to support your main idea.

A student wrote this fact sheet about a strange animal from Australia. 
Read the fact sheet and think about why the animal is so strange. Then 
write a response to the prompt that follows.

The Echidna

[pronounced ee-KID-nuh]

• lives in Australia and Tasmania
• about the size of a football
• back covered with long sharp spines
• small head with long thin beak or snout, like a tube or 

a funnel
• long thin tongue
• no teeth
• very sharp claws
• eats ants
• digs up ants’ nests with its claws and uses sticky tongue 

to lick up ants
• digs holes to protect itself from enemies
• curls up in holes so protected by spines
• lays eggs even though it is a mammal (most mammals 

give birth to live young)
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ID:201885 Common

1# Write an ending to the story that describes what probably happened the next time the 
Monkey went to fi sh.

Monkey See, Monkey Do

Read this story and think about what might happen the next time 
the Monkey wants to fi sh. Then write a response to the prompt that 
follows.

The Monkey sat up in his tree near the water and watched the 
fi shermen cast their nets empty and pull them back full of fi sh. “Why, 
I’m sure I could do that, too!” he thought. “It looks so easy!”

So when the fi shermen went off for their lunch, the Monkey came 
down from his tree, grabbed the net, and tried to copy them. But he soon 
became tangled up in the net, fell into the water, and almost drowned.

“Oh dear!” he said. “That’s what I deserve for trying to fi sh when I 
really had no idea how to do it!”
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Writing—Session 2

Packed for Success
by Sarah J. Ball

In 1804 Lewis and Clark led an expedition to explore the western part 
of the American continent. Read this passage and think about what you 
would bring on a similar trip. Then write a response to the prompt that 
follows.

When Lewis and Clark set out on their great adventure, they didn’t 
know what to expect. No one in the United States had ever done this 
before. They spent months planning their trip and deciding what to take. 
The things they packed in their boats would have to keep them alive for 
more than two years.

Like most travelers, Lewis and Clark took a map of the land they 
would be seeing. Their map wasn’t much help, though. It was mostly 
blank! No one had ever drawn a map of the rivers, mountains, and land 
that they were going to cross. To help them draw a correct map, Lewis 
and Clark used tools called a sextant and a chronometer. With these 
instruments, travelers used the stars to fi nd out exactly where they were.

Lewis and Clark fi lled their boats with gifts to give the people they 
met. They took beads, scissors, jewelry, shirts, 12 dozen looking glasses 
(mirrors), 4,600 needles for sewing, and 2,800 fi shing hooks. The 
explorers took these presents to show the people whom they met that 
they were peaceful and friendly.

For 8,200 miles of travel, the group ate fi sh, animals they hunted, and 
“portable soup.” Lewis brought 193 pounds of the soup, a dry mix of 
beans and vegetables. Unfortunately, all the men hated it!

Lewis and Clark knew they would need medicine for sickness, bullet 
wounds, snakebites, and more. In those days, there were no antibiotics, 
aspirin, or even Band-Aids. Instead, they packed 600 special pills made 
by a man named Dr. Benjamin Rush. The explorers called them “Rush’s 
Thunderclappers” because they were so strong.

The explorers also took candles to give light, fl int and steel to start 
fi res, warm blankets, and clothes. And, of course, there was Seaman, 
Lewis’s Newfoundland dog.
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Suppose you could travel back in time and join Lewis and Clark for their trip.

• What would you bring from the present to make the trip easier?

• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in your response.

ID:202680 Common

g What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?  ______________________

 __________________________________________________________________  

ID:213653 Common

h What are the supporting details/references to text in your response?  _________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

ID:213654 Common

j What is the conclusion to your response?  _______________________________

 __________________________________________________________________  

Use the questions in the box below to organize your writing. You can answer the questions 
before you write to plan your response or after you write to check your response. What you 
write in the Student Answer Booklet will be included as part of your score.
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When writing a response to prompt 17, remember to

• read the prompt carefully,
• develop a complete response to the prompt,
• proofread and edit your writing, and
• write only in the space provided.

ID:213655 Common

1& Suppose you could travel back in time and join Lewis and Clark for their trip.

• What would you bring from the present to make the trip easier?
• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in your response.
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